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In March 1950* the North Korean authorities were beginning to make a change 
in their land distribution, program. The expropriation and redistribution of 
land which imediately followed the war and continued into I9J.1T did not turn 
out as was ejected* since the old landlords, many of whom were hard working 
practical farmers, ware able to produce more than the new workers who took 
up the free land . The decreased agricultural production led the government 
in March 1$>50 to announce that landlords wo had been expelled might receive 
;Land to cultivate if they would return home by 31 Marche A nunbor of farmers 
did return®* 

At the beginning of March ^ the Central Committee of the Democratic Front 
ordered the Democratic Youth Party, the Women* s League, and the Famers 1 
Union to form a new farm group, using their farming members as a nucleus,. 

All f armers were called in sad canonised under the direction of the three 
pasties, with their members serving as leaders® The new Facing Group is 
divided* into sections for plowing, sowing, fertilising, and cultivating, 
and farm work is supposed to be carried out collectively by the appropriate 
section for the season and the situation.. Individual farm work is strictly 
prohibited* A farmer who is absent from work because of urgavb family affairs 
is reprimanded severely the? first tine and is required to examine himself in 
the presence of the rest of the group as to how be has deterred the group 
work® Farmers wno are absent repeatedly are subject to various punishments 
such as banishments 
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The establishment of farmers*' markets cm 5 March 1950,. the fourth anniversary 
of laud reform, turned, out to be no great change in the existing situation* 
The eight markets which were opened are small in siase and similar in function 
to the regular commercial markets already in operation. The eight, in order 


of their establishment, concluding at the beginning of April, are fyongyang 5 
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_ The North Korean authorities) capitalised on the return o 
some laiSlords by amouncing that the returnees were persons who had fled 
earlier to South Korea but had been unable to endure the regime there* 
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